[Emery-Dreifuss muscular dystrophy--reported a family with 5 cases].
Five cases of Emery-Dreifuss muscular dystrophy in four generations of a family was reported. It is a rare form X-linked recessive muscular dystrophy. The distinctive features of this disease are: Firstly, early contractures of elbows and achilles tendons and posterior cervical muscles are revealed. Secondly, muscle weakness is more proximal (scapulo-humeral) in the upper limbs and distal (anterior tibial and peroneal muscle) in the lower limbs. Thirdly, there is no calf pseudohypertrophy. Fourthly, myocardial involvement with cardiac conduction defects is frequent and important features. The CPK level is usually slightly raised. In our report, the EMG and muscle biopsies showed a mixed pattern of neurogenic and myogenic changes.